ANOPLTTRA

Sucking lice.

Body flattened dorsally. Head large and distinct. Thorax
with little sign of segmentation ; sometimes fused with the
abdomen, which is segmented.
The Awoplura, to which the name of " Sucking Liee " has
been given as a distinction from the MalloyJiaya or c< Biting
Lice/' are a group of small insects parasitic on the "bodies of
mammals. They are widely distributed, being recorded from
both temperate and tropical regions.
They are about 3-4 mm. long, somewhat flat, elongate-oval
in form and greyish of colour : these features, together with,
the situations in which the lice are found, render them easy
of recognition. The main characters in which they differ from,
the Malloph&ga, which, though chiefly infesting birds, are also
found on mammals, are : the head, though equally distinct,
being smaller, and furnished "with a sucMng proboscis in place
of biting jaws; the thoracic segments being less clear and
showing very little segmentation, while the claws in most
cases are larger.
The head is large, and distinct from the thorax. It "bears
short antennae, usually five-jointed. The eyes, wanting in
some cases, are usually black and fairly prominent, The
mouth-parts are formed for sucking. They consist of a dorsal
and ventral stabbing organ lying in a sac or blind pocket,
situated below the pharynx and oesophagus; the pharynx:
is * divided into two regions, termed the first and second
pharynx: the first pharynx becomes tubular as it nears the
entrance to the mouth, where are situated a series of sharp,
chitinous, backwardly directed hooks. The two stabbing
organs very possibly consist of the modified maxillae and
labium. They are long and flexible, the upper one with a,
double groove along the greater part of its length, and the
lower one with a single groove down its centre, and a three-
pointed apex. When in a feeding position, the tubular portion